
KCDAA
Fall Conference

Photo by John D. Morrison, 
Prairie Vistas Photography

2014

October 13-14, 2014 ~ Sheraton ~ Overland Park, KS



Page 2 2014 KCDAA Fall Conference

Hotel Information
 A block of rooms has been reserved at the Sheraton Overland Park, 6100 College Blvd., Overland Park, KS 
66211 at a rate of $106 for single/double occupancy, $116 for triple, and $126 for quadruple.  Room rate cutoff 
date has been extended to Monday, September 29, 2014 at 5 pm.
 To make reservations, please go to www.kcdaa.org and visit the hotel reservation page under the event tab.  
There is an online reservation link on that page.  Or you can call the hotel at 866-837-4214 and mention the 
Kansas County & District Attorneys Association 2014 Group.  Check-in 
time is 3:00 pm and checkout time is 12:00 pm. 
 Early Departure Fee: An early departure fee of $50 will apply if a 
Customer attendee checks out prior to the confirmed checkout date.
 If you are tax exempt, please bring a copy of your tax-exempt form 
when you check-in at the hotel.

Directions to Hotel

KCDAA Fall 2014 Conference Information

REGISTRATION
To register go to www.kcdaa.org and visit the events page where a registration link is provided.  All registrations must be 
made online.  Note: if you are a member, you must login to get the member prices.
The earlybird registration deadline is October 6, 2014 and the final registration deadline is Wednesday, Oct. 8, 2014. If 
you are unable to register by Oct. 8, 2014, you will need to register onsite at the conference.

CONFERENCE FEES
  On or Before 10/6/14                     After 10/6/14             
Members               $  80.00            $105.00
Assoc. Members      $135.00               $160.00 
Judicial Rate $150.00 $200.00
Non-Members           $265.00 $365.00

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Due to different temperature preferences among individuals, it is a good idea to wear layers.

CANCELLATION POLICY
All cancellation/refund requests must be made in writing to kari@kearneyandassociates.com.  Requests made prior to Oct. 6, 
2014 will be refunded less a $25 processing fee.  Requests received after Oct. 6, 2014 will not be refunded.  NO exCePTIONS.

SPECIAL NEEDS:  Please contact the KCDAA office at (785) 232-5822 or kari@kearneyandassociates.com if 
you have any special needs or food allergies.  Provisions will be provided for participants with special needs or food 
allergies if we are notified by Oct. 6, 2014.

If you have any questions, please contact 
Kari Presley at (785) 232-5822 or by e-mail 
at kari@kearneyandassociates.com.

Visit the Sheraton Overland Park hotel website 
- www.sheratonoverlandpark.com for specific 
driving directions from your location.

http://kcdaa.org/Fall-Hotel
mailto:kari%40kearneyandassociates.com?subject=
mailto:kari%40kearneyandassociates.com?subject=
mailto:kari%40kearneyandassociates.com?subject=
http://www.sheratonoverlandpark.com/
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KCDAA Fall 2014 Conference Agenda
MONDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2014

SEE NExT pAgE fOR TuESDAY SChEDulE.

8:00 am Registration & Breakfast

8:30-8:35 am Welcome
 Barry Wilkerson, KCDAA President 

8:35-9:25 am Rule 3.6 in the era of Open Affidavits & Social Media
(1 ethics CLe) Justin edwards, Chief Assistant District Attorney, Sedgwick County
 Angela Wilson, Senior Assistant District Attorney, Sedgwick County 

9:25-9:35 am Break

9:35-10:25 am Ethical Considerations in Providing Discovery: a Refresher Course in Brady/Giglio
(1 ethics CLe) Marc Bennett, Sedgwick County District Attorney, KCDAA Board
 Steve Howe, Johnson County District Attorney, KCDAA Board
 Barry Wilkerson, Riley County Attorney, KCDAA President
 
10:25-10:35 am Break

10:35-11:50 am Update on Carr & Gleason
(1.5 CLe) David Lowden, Assistant Sedgwick County District Attorney
 Kris Ailslieger, Assistant Attorney General
 Natalie Chalmers, Assistant Attorney General  

11:50 am-1:10 pm KCDAA Annual Business Meeting & Awards Luncheon

1:15-2:30 pm Death of Punishment - Part 1
(1.5 CLe)  Dr. Robert Blecker, Criminal Law Professor, New York Law School

2:30-2:45 pm Break 

2:45-3:35 pm “Robert Blecker Wants me Dead” – a Documentary**
(1 CLe) Dr. Robert Blecker, Criminal Law Professor, New York Law School

3:35-3:45 pm Break 

3:45-4:35 pm Death of Punishment - Part 2: A Discussion and Case Review
(1 CLe) Dr. Robert Blecker, Criminal Law Professor, New York Law School

4:35 pm Adjourn

Monday Total CLe hours = 7

**In order to 
receive CLE 
credit for the 
documentary 
presentation 
by Dr. Robert 
Blecker, you 

must also attend 
the Death of 

Punishment - Part 
2 at 3:45 pm.
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TuESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2014

8:00 am Continental Breakfast

8:30-9:20 am Section Breakouts
(1 CLe) 1. Juvenile - Don Hymer, Section Head
 2. electeds - Christopher Smith, Section Head

9:20-9:30 am Break

9:30-10:20 am Section Breakouts
(1 CLe)  1. DUI - Karen Wittman, Section Head
 2. Computer Crimes - Angela Wilson, Section Head

10:20-10:35 am Break

10:35-11:25 am KCJIS Upgrade – What it can do for you!
(1 CLE) Joe Mandala, Chief Information Officer, Kansas Bureau of Investigation

11:25-11:35 am Break

11:35 am-12:25 pm The Daubert Test - Remember, Science is not a Four Letter Word!
(1 CLE) Karen Wittman, Kansas Traffic Resource Officer, Assistant Attorney General

12:25-1:15 pm Lunch

1:15-2:55 pm Habeas Corpus
(2 CLe) Shawn Minihan, Assistant District Attorney, Johnson County
 Sheryl Lidtke, Assistant District Attorney, Wyandotte County
 Lee Davidson, Assistant Attorney General

2:55 pm Adjourn

Tuesday Total CLe hours = 6

TOTAL CLE hours = 13
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KEYNOTE SpEAKER

Our keynote topic is titled Robert Blecker Wants Me Dead, by Robert Blecker.

Come prepared for an interactive discussion and presentation.

Robert Blecker, a criminal law professor at New York Law School and 
leading expert, was the subject of the feature and TV documentary Robert 
Blecker Wants Me Dead. He formerly prosecuted corruption in New York’s 
criminal justice system as a Special Assistant Attorney General and has 
been the sole keynote speaker supporting the death penalty at several major 
national and international conferences. A Harvard Law School graduate and 
postgraduate Harvard fellow in Law and Humanities, Blecker wrote a stage 
play, Vote NO!, which premiered at the Kennedy Center. Profiled by The 
New York Times and The Washington Post, and the subject of a USA Today 
cover story, Blecker frequently comments for national media. He lives in 
New York.

Ma k ing  t he  pun ishMent f i t  t he  cr iMe

T
h e  d e at h  p e n a lt y  c o n t i n u e s  to divide 
America. Whichever way you come 
out––and this book shows why the 
most vicious murderers deserve to 

die––the hidden question beneath that con-
troversy surfaces: What kind of life do these 
predators deserve? Robert Blecker believes 
the past counts. For 12 years Blecker, a crim-
inal law professor and leading retributivist, 
wandered freely inside Lorton Central 
Prison––armed only with cigarettes, a tape 
recorder, and the prisoners’ trust––and 
probed the lives of street criminals. After 
another decade visiting death rows and 
prisons around the country, speaking with 
convicted killers and those who guard them, 
Blecker saw a perverse reality hidden from 
the public: In today’s prisons, the worst crim-
inals often live the best lives. Inside prison, 
it’s nobody’s job to punish. The Death of 
Punishment explores the implications of this 
discovery, arguing that we fail to punish the 
worst criminals at our own peril. Blecker 
offers a much-needed blueprint for a more 
appropriate life of punishment. He urges 
America not to follow Europe’s path, where 
guards must knock and murderers get unem-
ployment insurance and paid vacations. With 
a seemingly endless stream of gruesome 
crimes in the headlines and public opinion 
starkly divided about what to do to those who 
prey on us, Blecker combines the reality of 
prison and street life with the wisdom of 
ancient philosophers to challenge criminal 
justice policy and move this ageless debate 
to new and higher ground.
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RoBER t  BL ECk ER , 
a criminal law professor at New York Law 
School and leading expert, was the subject 
of the feature and tV documentary  
Robert Blecker Wants Me Dead. He for-
merly prosecuted corruption in New York’s 
criminal justice system as a Special Assis-
tant Attorney General and has been the sole 
keynote speaker supporting the death 
penalty at several major national and inter-
national conferences. A Harvard Law School 
graduate and postgraduate Harvard fellow 
in Law and Humanities, Blecker wrote a 
stage play, Vote NO!, which premiered at the 
kennedy Center. Profiled by The New York 
Times and The Washington Post, and the 
subject of a USA Today cover story, Blecker 
frequently comments for national media. He 
lives in New York.

a d v a n c e  p r a i s e  f o r  

The DeaTh of PunishmenT

4C PRoCESS + MAttE LAMINAtIoN
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“A truly remarkable and deeply moral book––an eloquent, unsparing, often 
counterintuitive, and sometimes painful meditation on why, whom, and how a 

decent society should decide to punish, and what those questions can 
teach us about universal truths of morality and justice. A philosophically and 

legally sophisticated page-turner is a rare thing to behold, but Robert Blecker has 
produced just that. If you want to understand what a society says about itself

 by the position it takes on capital punishment, this book is a must. If you think you 
already know what you believe about the death penalty, think again and read 

this book. If you care deeply about questions of right and wrong, read it twice.”
–– L Au R e n c e  H . T R I Be , university Professor and 

Professor of constitutional Law, Harvard Law School, and author of 
The Invisible Constitution and American Consitutional Law

“Robert Blecker is probably the most articulate death penalty supporter around, 
and easily the most honest. His argument is one that any death penalty supporter 

will identify with, but more importantly, it’s one any opponent must answer.”
–– DAv I D  D ow, founder of Texas Innocence network, and

author of Autobiography of an Execution

“A beautifully written, passionate, principled, and provocative exploration
of issues that nestle at the heart of the meaning of justice.”

–– J A m e S  R .  Ac k e R , Distinguished Teaching Professor, university at 
Albany, and editor of America’s Experiment with Capital Punishment

“A fascinating tour behind the walls of prisons and through the minds
of murderers. Along the way, Blecker demonstrates why life in prison is not

enough punishment for the worst of the worst.”
–– k e n T  S c H e I De g ge R , Legal Director, 

The criminal Justice Legal Foundation

“A remarkable book––eloquent, passionately argued, and
 disturbing in its clarion call for more punishment. everyone who

 reads this book must be deeply affected by it. ”
–– RoBe R T  J oH n S on , Professor of Justice, Law and Society

 at American university and author of Death Work
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